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“COME & DINE” – The Long Journey Home – LENT/EASTER 2013 
 

Date:  March 10, 2013 
Title:  “Tell John What You Hear and See” – 4:9 
Text:  Matthew 11:1-6; Luke 4:18, 19 
Theme: Jesus is Israel’s Savior and God’s Seed. 
 
Introduction:  
What Jesus says and does points to His authority to set things right in a world that is fallen. 
 
From ancient prophecies we learn of one who is to come who will thoroughly straighten out 
(Heb. 9:10)1 that which is crooked. He will set right a broken world.  When He does come His 
work will look a certain way.  It is often said, “If it looks like a duck and quacks like a duck 
and walks like a duck, chances are, ‘it’s a duck!’”  Well, the same is true on a grandeur scale 
with Jesus Christ as the Messiah. 
 
In our previous studies we considered the whole.  Today we will zero in and consider a few of 
the pieces making up the whole.  Last week we noted the specificity of this moment.  It is the 
culmination of ancient promises.  What was longed for is being fulfilled.  The historical conflict 
is rapidly rushing forward to its ultimate end.  The tangible world is about to viciously 

collide with the intangible.  Heaven and earth will embrace violently.  Jesus the Messiah is 
the fulfillment of Ancient Promises and the completion of battles fought. 
 
The nation of Israel above all nations had certain expectations concerning the one to come.  
They understood from their sacred text that when the promised one came He would do a 
certain type of work. 
 

“Why Don't Jews Believe in Jesus as the Messiah? 
The question above is a typical one asked by Christian Missionaries. The answer is easy, 
if one understands Jewish beliefs.   
 
Jews do not believe that the Messiah is a part of G-d, or Divine in any way, more than 
any other person. Jews look only to G-d for our salvation, and when the time comes for 
G-d to bring the anointed king, and then it shall happen. Jews do not concern 
themselves with the messiah’s identity, for the messiah is a person and the messiah's 
coming does not change our relationship with G-d. Jews do not accept the notion that 
Scripture “foretells” that G-d would robe Himself in flesh; in fact, to Jews, this idea is 
idolatry, and we stand against it. 
The reason why Jews do not accept Jesus as the messiah is straightforward: he did not 
meet the requirements in the job requisition! G-d outlined these requirements in the 
Bible. The key aspect of proof is in the state of the world. According to the Bible, 
amongst the most mission of the messiah includes returning the world to return to G-d 
and G-d's teachings; restoring the royal dynasty to the descendants of David; 
overseeing the rebuilding of Jerusalem, including the Temple; gathering the Jewish 
people from all over the world and bringing them home to the Land of Israel; 
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reestablishing the Sanhedrin; restoring the sacrificial system, the Sabbatical year and 
Jubilee. This simply has not happened. Judaism has no notion of the messiah not doing 
these things on the first visit, let along needing a second visit to do these things. 
Whenever these things are described in the Tanach, the description says that the 
messiah will come and do these things—once.”2 

 
Messiah: The Criteria  
The Jewish tradition of "The Messiah" has its foundation in numerous biblical 
references, and understands "The Messiah" to be a human being - without any overtone 
of deity or divinity - who will bring about certain changes in the world and fulfill 
certain criteria before he can be acknowledged as "The Messiah".  
First of all, he must be Jewish - "...you may appoint a king over you, whom the L-rd 
your G-d shall choose: one from among your brethren shall you set as king over you." 
(Deuteronomy 17:15)  
He must be a member of the tribe of Judah - "The staff shall not depart from Judah, 
nor the scepter from between his feet..." (Genesis 49:10)  
To be a member of the tribe of Judah, the person must have a biological father who is a 
member of the tribe of Judah.  
He must be a direct male descendant of King David and King Solomon, his son - 
"And when your days (David) are fulfilled, and you shall sleep with your fathers, I will 
set up your seed after you, who shall issue from your bowels, and I will establish his 
kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will make firm the throne of his 
kingdom forever..." (2 Samuel 7:12 - 13)  
The genealogy of the New Testament is inconsistent. While it gives two accounts of the 
genealogy of Joseph, it states clearly that he is not the biological father of Jesus. One of 
the genealogies is through Nathan and not Solomon altogether!  
He must gather the Jewish people from exile and return them to Israel -"And he shall 
set up a banner for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather 
together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth." (Isaiah 11:12)  
Are all Jews living in Israel? Have all Jews EVER lived in Israel since the time of Jesus?  
He must rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem - "...and I will set my sanctuary in their 
midst forever and my tabernacle shall be with them...” (Ezekiel 37:26 - 27)  
At last check, there is NO Temple in Jerusalem. And worse, it was shortly after Jesus 
died that the Temple was DESTROYED! Just the opposite of this prophecy!  
He will rule at a time of world-wide peace - "...they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war anymore." (Micah 4:3)  
Have you seen a newspaper lately? Are we living in a state of complete world peace? 
Has there ever been peace since the time of Jesus?  
 He will rule at a time when the Jewish people will observe G-d's commandments - 
"My servant David shall be king over them; and they shall all have one shepherd. They 
shall follow My ordinances and be careful to observe My statutes." (Ezekiel 37:24)  
The Torah is the Jewish guide to life, and its commandments are the ones referred to 
here. Do all Jews observe all the commandments? Christianity, in fact, often discourages 
observance of the commandments in Torah, in complete opposition to this prophecy.  
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He will rule at a time when all people will come to acknowledge and serve one G-d - 
"And it shall come to pass that from one new moon to another and from one Sabbath to 
another, shall all flesh come to worship before Me, says the L-rd" (Isaiah 66:23)  
there are still millions if not billions of people in the world today who adhere to 
paganistic and polytheistic religions. It is clear that we have not yet seen this period of 
human history unfold.  
All of these criteria are best stated in the book of Ezekiel Chapter 37 verses 24-28:  
And David my servant shall be king over them; and they shall all have one shepherd. 
they shall also follow My judgments and observe My statutes, and do them. And they 
shall dwell in the land that I have given to Yaakov my servant, in which your fathers 
have dwelt and they shall dwell there, they and their children, and their children's 
children forever; and my servant David shall be their prince forever. Moreover, I will 
make a covenant of peace with them, it shall be an everlasting covenant with them, 
which I will give them; and I will multiply them and I will set my sanctuary in the 
midst of them forevermore. And my tabernacle shall be with them: and I will be their G-
d and they will be my people. Then the nations shall know that I am the L-rd who 
sanctifies Israel, when My sanctuary will be in the midst of them forevermore.  
If an individual fails to fulfill even one of these conditions, then he cannot be "The 
Messiah." A careful analysis of these criteria shows us that to date; no one has fulfilled 
every condition.  
Certainly NOT Jesus.3 

 
We will consider what this work would look like from the Jewish Scripture, but we will also 
consider the words of our Lord and then the work He did as confirmation of His role and 
position. 
 
John found himself at the end of his ministry, imprisoned and alone.  John had baptized Jesus 
and he declared him to be the “lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29, 
36).  John knew Jesus, and in an emotionally overwhelming and physically taxing moment he 
asked an uncomplicated question, “Are you the Expected One?”  That was the question 
hanging thick in the air.  It was a question woven into the very fiber of every Israelite.  Our 
Lord’s answer speaks to expectation. I cannot pretend to know what John was feeling and 
thinking, but I do know John’s question was without condemnation.  It was his belief that 
Jesus was the Expected One.  John built his entire life on this singular truth.  John was all in. 
 
It is impossible to capture the emotional surge taking place in ancient Israel for those who 
were surrounding Jesus Christ and were able to witness and hear all He did and said.  Jesus 
was preceded by John the Baptizer and the air was already chunky with anticipation.  From 
ancient prophecies those who calculated the times and seasons understood this was the period 
when the Messiah would appear.  When those who know the times and seasons consider such 
things, this period is peppered with pretenders to the role of Messiah.  When Jesus opened the 
scroll and read from Isaiah the prophet in the Nazareth synagogue the moment was 
psychologically charged (Luke 4:14-22). What He read and the manner in which it was read 
was unusual. 
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18 "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL 
TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY 
OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, 19 TO PROCLAIM THE 
FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD." 

 
Luke tells us that after He read the text “the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him” 
(v. 20). 
 
The word “fixed” is used almost exclusively by the writer Luke (Luke 4:20; 22:56; Acts 1:10; 
3:4, 12; 6:15; 7:55; 10:4; 11:6; 13:9; 14:9; 23:1).  Paul uses the word only twice (2 Cor. 3:7, 13).  It is 
a word filled with energy and intensity.  Jesus recognized His mission and purpose in the 
world.  This isn’t a moment of epiphany for Him.  He always knew.  The tone of what He did 
pulled people in, “All were speaking well of Him, and wondering at the gracious words which 
were falling from His lips; and they were saying, ‘Is this not Joseph's son’” (v. 22).  His 
graciousness flowed from Him; it “tumbled” from His lips like water cascading over the edge 
of a waterfall. 
 
His mission is clearly outlined in Luke 4:18, 19.  When John asked the question the response 
was “tell Him what you hear and see (Matt. 11:4).”  Certain things were happening around the 
Rabbi Jesus that had never happened before.  Demons were exorcised from the possessed, the 
muted spoke, the deaf heard, the blind saw, the lame walked, lepers were cleansed, the 
immoral were loved without condition, the outcast were received without requirement, the 
guilty were forgiven without limit, prodigals were favored without merit and sinners were 
served without reward.  Word of His movement and message spread like prairie fire on 
parched open plains. 
 

23 Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people. 24 The news 
about Him spread throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all who were ill, those suffering with 
various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and He healed them. 25 Large crowds 
followed Him from Galilee and the Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond the Jordan. 
(Matt. 4:23-25) 
 
When evening came, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed; and He cast out the spirits 
with a word, and healed all who were ill.  (Matt. 8:16) 
 
Jesus was going through all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness. (Matt. 9:35) 
 
29 Departing from there, Jesus went along by the Sea of Galilee, and having gone up on the mountain, He 
was sitting there. 30 And large crowds came to Him, bringing with them those who were lame, crippled, 
blind, mute, and many others, and they laid them down at His feet; and He healed them. 31 So the crowd 
marveled as they saw the mute speaking, the crippled restored, and the lame walking, and the blind 
seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel.  (Matt. 15:29-31) 

 
The conclusion for the common observer is marked (Matt. 9:33). 
 

After the demon was cast out, the mute man spoke; and the crowds were amazed, and were saying, 
"Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel." (Matt. 9:33) 
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There were hundreds, if not thousands of people gathering around our Lord Jesus and the air 
around Him was electrified with expectation, hope and bewilderment.  Jesus the Messiah 
brought genuine and tangible deliverance to those who were enslaved in body and soul.  Our 
present condition often fails to assist us in understanding the plight of those less fortunate and 
in bondage to tormenting assailants.  Yet consider this thought.   
 

There is a twisted reality in our world today. It’s called modern-day slavery and it 
dominates the existence of 27 million people. They are children, teens, adults, women, and 
men; bought, beaten, traded, oppressed, sold and sold again. Did you know that women 
and children are being bought and sold every day? Human Trafficking is modern-day 
slavery. Traffickers use force, fraud or coercion to control their victims. It involves the 
exploitation of persons for commercial sex and forced labor. This is a global issue and we all 
face it. The U.S. State Department: estimates 800,000 to 900,000 people trafficked across 
international borders worldwide. Between 18,000 to 20,000 of those victims are trafficked 
into the US annually. Some 80 percent of victims are female and over 50 percent are 
children. Nearly 200,000 people live in slavery at this moment in the United States. 
According to National Geographic’s September 2003 article entitled 21st Century Slaves 
“There are more slaves today than were seized from Africa in four centuries of the trans-
Atlantic slave trade.” This is where the collision happens for the follower of Christ. Jesus 
said: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to 
the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to set free those who are oppressed, to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord.” 
(Luke 4:18-19, NASB)4  

 

“There are more slaves today than were seized from Africa in four centuries of the 
trans-Atlantic slave trade. The modern commerce in humans rivals illegal drug 
trafficking in its global reach—and in the destruction of lives.”5 

 
What Jesus did then and what He does now is the same.  We need to see the Messiah in the 
first century so we might know what He looks like in the 21st century.  For us to do this we will 
take a look at Matthew 1:1-9:13.  It is impossible to treat this extended passage in detail, but I 
do believe we can note the movement and then appreciate what it is telling us. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The prologue to setting things right (Matt. 1-4) 
 

A. The fulfillment (Matt. 1, 2) 
 

1. His genealogy  
 

“One of the few things that ancient pagans knew about the Jewish people was that, 
from the pagans’ point of view, they had a lazy day once a week. From the Jewish point 
of view, it wasn’t laziness; it was the chance to celebrate time in a different mode. The 
Sabbath was the day when human time and God’s time met, when the day-to-day 
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succession of tasks and sorrows was set aside and one entered a different sort of time, 
celebrating the original Sabbath and looking forward to the ultimate one. 
 
This was the natural moment to celebrate, to worship, to pray, to study God’s law. The 
Sabbath was the moment during which one sensed the onward movement of history 
from its first foundations to its ultimate resolution. If the Temple was the space in 
which God’s sphere and the human sphere met, the Sabbath was the time when 
God’s time and human time coincided. Sabbath was to time what Temple was to 
space. 
 
This sense of looking forward was heightened by the larger sabbatical scheme in which 
the seventh year was a year of agricultural rest and the seven-times-seventh year the 
year of jubilee, the time for slaves to be freed, for debts to be cancelled, for life to get 
back on track. As we have already seen in this book, the theme of jubilee ties in closely 
and naturally with the great all-encompassing theme of the Exodus. The jubilee was, as 
it were, the once-in-a-lifetime “exodus” that everyone could experience. We don’t know 
whether or to what extent the jubilee as set forth in Leviticus 25 was actually practiced 
in Jesus’ day. But it remained in the scriptures as a reminder that God’s time was being 
marked out week by week, seven years by seven years, half century by half century. 
 
Matthew hints at all this in his own way, right at the start of his gospel, by arranging 
Jesus’ genealogy in three groups of fourteen generations (that is, six sevens), so that 
Jesus appears at the start of the Sabbath-of-Sabbaths moment. And, as we have seen, 
people in Jesus’ day were pondering, calculating, and longing for the greatest super-
jubilee of them all, the “seventy weeks” (that is, seventy times seven years) of Daniel 
9:24. The great Sabbath was coming! Soon they would be free! 
 
Now, and only now, do we see what Jesus meant when he said the time is fulfilled? 
That was part of his announcement right at the start of his public career (Mark 1:15).”6 

 
Sam Storm when commenting on Matthew 24 makes the following observation concerning the 
trumpet in verse 31. 
 

The reference to the “trumpet” is perhaps an allusion to the means by which the OT 
Jubilee was announced: “Then you shall cause the trumpet of the Jubilee to sound on 
the tenth day of the seventh month; on the Day of Atonement you shall make the 
trumpet to sound throughout all your land” (Lev. 25:9). The point of its use here is to 
declare that with the destruction of the Temple the ultimate Jubilee Year has arrived. 
That is to say, “by employing imagery from the typological Year of Jubilee in Leviticus 
25, the Lord here speaks about the final stage of redemption, which is finally secured as 
the temple vanishes from history” (Gentry, 61). Jesus himself announced the fulfillment 
of the Jubilee law in his ministry when he quoted from Isa. 61 in his synagogue sermon 
(Luke 4:17-21). The ultimate deliverance of God’s people and liberation from all 
“indebtedness” has come in the person of Christ.7 
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2. His birth 
3. Herod’s assault and the Story retold 

 
B. The candidate selected (Matt. 3) 

1. His forerunner 
2. His baptism 

 
There were many who claimed to be the “Christ.”  How might we know who is true and who 
is false? 
 

C. The candidate tested (Matt. 4) 
 
Where Israel failed, Jesus succeeded.  The shadow gives way to the substance.  Our Lord’s 
victory over the devil’s temptation is the binding of the strong man (Matt. 12:29; Luke 11:21, 
22).  Here Jesus already sees Satan falling like lightning from heaven (Luke 10:18). 
 

II. The proclamation of setting things right (Matt. 5-7) 
 
The Sermon on the Mount is straightening crooked things.  The Sermon on the Mount wasn’t 
spoken once, but tumbled from our Lord’s lips throughout His public ministry.  He had 
spoken it so often that Matthew was able to remember what was said. 
 

III. The process of setting things right (Matt. 8:1-9:13; Luke 4:18, 19) 
 
Jesus spoke Luke 4:18, 19 and Matthew 4:23-25 is a reflection of that work.  Matthew 8:1-9:13 
shows us what the work looked like in the various villages among the surging mass of 
humanity.  The absolute essence of what the Messiah does is captured through Isaiah 61:1 and 
read by our Lord in Luke 4:18, 19.  
 

“Luke's Gospel indicates that Jesus' ministry had begun before he returned to his 
hometown of Nazareth (4:16). His fame has spread throughout Galilee, he has taught in 
many of the areas village synagogues, he has healed many sick, and is uniformly 
praised. Capernaum, especially, has been a focus of this early ministry (4:23).”8 

 
Often, there is talk about a church’s mission statement.  Here in Luke 4 and in His response to 
John we read of our Lord’s “mission statement.”  “This passage contains a mission statement 
from Jesus about His ministry and also provides foreshadowing for how His ministry will be 
received. The rest of the Gospel of Luke unfolds how Jesus fulfilled this mission, and yet was 
continually misunderstood and rejected by the people He worked among.”9 
 

“If the Gospel of Luke shows how Jesus fulfilled the mission mandate of Jesus as 
recorded in Luke 4:18-19, then the Book of Acts shows how the church, guided and 
empowered by the same Spirit, worked to carry on the ministry of Jesus. As such, some 
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argue that Luke 4:16-21 is ‘the key text not only for understanding Christ’s own mission 
but also that of the church’ (Bosch 1991:84, 89, 109).”10 
 
”We find Jesus’ Mission Statement in the first message He preached in Nazareth when 
He said, ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me because He hath anointed Me to preach the 
gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 
To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.’ Isaiah 61:1-2. 
 
In his excellent work, The Life And Times Of Jesus The Messiah, Alfred Edersheim makes a 
strong case that the year Jesus began His public ministry was the Year of Jubilee, a year 
of celebration and liberation when all debts were cancelled, all slaves set free. If this be 
the case, Jesus’ message would be especially fitting, for He was about to set people free 
from religious domination as well. 
 
When Jesus read from the Book of Isaiah the prophecy concerning Himself, there were 
613 commandments which the Pharisees had determined were embedded in the 
Scriptures. Consequently, those who heard His words struggled under a heavy burden 
of what they were told constituted true religion and holiness. No wonder, then, that 
they marveled at the gracious words Jesus spoke to them (Luke 4:22). 
 
But as He continued speaking to them of their need for Him, their marvel turned to 
wrath. ‘How dare He give a word of correction to us?’ they asked. ‘We know Him. He 
grew up here. This is just Joseph’s boy.’ Jesus caught these people off guard because 
quite possibly there were boys in the town who were much better candidates to be 
Messiah than He. After all, the other boys wore phylacteries — boxes worn on the 
forehead or around their wrists which contained Deuteronomy 6:8. Jesus, evidently, 
never did (Matthew 23:5).”11 

 
If this is in the Year of Jubilee what our Lord then did is nothing short of stunning.  “At this 
year of jubilee all Israelites who had sold themselves into slavery were set free, and all land 
that had been [leased] reverted to its original owners. This means that no Israelite could ever 
be in permanent slavery; nor could any Israelite permanently lose his inheritance.”12 
 

“4:18 Jesus' ministry throughout Galilee demonstrated that the Spirit of the Lord was 
on Him (v. 14). As Messiah, He was anointed as the rightful king of Israel. But here the 
anointing was as a prophet (to preach good news). Even though the message Jesus 
preached was first to those who were captivated by sin, the mention of the poor... the 
captives... the blind, and the oppressed is in keeping with Luke's emphasis on the poor 
and downtrodden.”13 

 
 

A. 18 "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME,  
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This speaks to the Spirit’s work of anointing the mediator of God’s Kingdom.  It is often 
referred to as the Theocratic Anointing which enables the recipient to mediate for God over 
His kingdom.  His baptism is similar to our January 22 when the president of the United States 
is formally sworn into office. 
 
When I read the following five statements and watch our Lord’s movements I often ask myself 
whether this is what marks present ministry in His professed church.  I do not think this 
means it is “hooky” or “spooky.”  I do believe Christian ministry sounds like jail cells opening, 
chains falling off and joy bubbling over.   
 

“Luke 4:18–19 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. Jesus is aware of his anointing (Luke 
3:22; cf. Acts 4:26–27; 10:38) and claims to be the messianic servant of the Lord who is 
speaking in this passage from Isaiah 61 (“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled,” Luke 
4:21). Jesus’ mission involves proclaiming good news to the poor (see 6:20) and liberty 
to the captives (in the OT this meant release for those enslaved in exile, but more is 
included here, since “liberty” elsewhere in Luke–Acts refers to forgiveness of sins). 
Sight to the blind includes both the physically blind and the spiritually blind. Liberty 
for those who are oppressed included, in Jesus’ ministry, healing the sick, casting out 
demons, forgiving sins, and ethical teachings that promote social justice. Proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favor quotes Isa. 61:2, but the background of the Year of Jubilee (Lev. 
25:10) is also in view in this entire passage. Jesus carries out the role of a prophet by 
proclaiming the “good news,” but he also carries out the role of Deliverer (or “Savior,” 
Luke 1:74) as the one who saves his people (Matt. 1:21).  Luke 4:20 The eyes of all … on 
him is a literary attention-getting device that focuses the reader on what Jesus is about 
to say.”14 

 
I believe it is the clapping of hands rather than the cracking of whips.  When we read these 
verses it isn’t only spiritual release spoken of.  It is impossible for us to limit this text to 
spiritual realities alone.  Consider the following passages in Matthew’s Gospel and then tell 
me it is only spiritual and not physical.   
 

23 Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people. 24 The news 
about Him spread throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all who were ill, those suffering with 
various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and He healed them. 25 Large crowds 

followed Him from Galilee and the Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond the Jordan.  
(Matt. 4:23-25) 
 
When evening came, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed; and He cast out the spirits 
with a word, and healed all who were ill.  (Matt. 8:16) 
 
Jesus was going through all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness.  (Matt. 9:35) 
 
29 Departing from there, Jesus went along by the Sea of Galilee, and having gone up on the mountain, He 
was sitting there. 30 And large crowds came to Him, bringing with them those who were lame, crippled, 
blind, mute, and many others, and they laid them down at His feet; and He healed them. 31 So the crowd 
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marveled as they saw the mute speaking, the crippled restored, and the lame walking, and the blind 
seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel.  (Matt. 15:29-31) 

 
Friend, something marvelous was happening then and it is happening now. 
 

B. BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR.  
 
What the mediator brings is good news to those who are poor.  There is something absolutely 
magical about what follows.  There is something captivating by words like “good news,” 
“release,” “recovery,” “set free,” and “favorable.” 
 

“The first mission task of Jesus was To preach the gospel to the poor. The term preach 
the gospel is really one word in Greek (euangelizō; cf. Luke 1:19; 4:43), which is where 
English gets the word “evangelize.” It might be best translated “to proclaim the good 
news.” This proclamation involves both words and actions, as evidenced by the life of 
Jesus (cf. Luke 9:6). Both sermons and service are used to reveal the gospel to other 
people.”15 
 

Jesus Christ is bringing something that has been tasted but never fully entered into and now it 
is here in Him. 
 

C. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND  
 

“Jesus has come to proclaim liberty to the captives. Again, while this can refer to both 
spiritual and physical deliverance, the original context and meaning heavily favors 
physical deliverance. The term liberty (Gk. aphesis) could also be translated “release” or 
“forgiveness” (cf. Luke 1:77; 3:3; 24:47) and primarily “denotes eschatological 
liberation” (TDNT I:650; cf. Green 1997:212). A primary element in Jewish history and 
theology was that national sin and rebellion against God led to conquest and 
captivity by foreign powers. The reverse was also true. If Israel was in captivity, 
repentance from sin led to forgiveness (aphesis) by God, which resulted in the 
deliverance from captivity, and the restoration of the land and the temple. With this 
understanding, aphesis, or “forgiveness” is not just the removal of guilt from past 
offenses against God, but in response to repentance, leads to the future deliverance 
from one’s enemies.  This understanding is how Jesus’ audience would have 
understood Him. He lived and ministered at a time when the Hebrew people 
were captives of Rome. The hope and expectation was that if the Jewish people repented 
and returned to God as a nation, then God would throw off their captors, and restore 
Israel to her rightful place among the nations. This is what John the Baptist declared 
would happen when the Messiah came (cf. Luke 3:3). Jesus seems to affirm this view 
here.”16 
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D. RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND,  

 
 

E. TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED,  
 
 

F. 19 TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD." 
 

“4:19-21 Jesus stopped reading from Isa 61 in the middle of verse 2 and sat down (the 
normal posture for reading Scripture was standing; teaching was done while sitting). 
He ended the reading precisely at the phrase to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor 
because this is exactly what His preaching proclaimed: the season of God's grace had 
come in Messiah's ministry. The very next phrase in Isa 61:2, which Jesus did not read, 
is "and the day of our God's vengeance." This refers to the second coming of Christ and 
His judgment of the world (Rev 19:11-21). Thus Jesus read in the synagogue the part of 
Isa 61:1-2 that was being fulfilled at that time, but held off on reading the portion that 
would not be fulfilled until the time of judgment.”17 

 
When we read further in Luke’s account we read how the audience went from stunned silence 
to vicious assault. 
 

28 And all the people in the synagogue were filled with rage as they heard these things; 29 and they got up 
and drove Him out of the city, and led Him to the brow of the hill on which their city had been built, in 
order to throw Him down the cliff. 30 But passing through their midst, He went His way. 

 
We know from John’s gospel that Jesus could not die at this point for His hour had not yet 
come (John 8:59; 10:39).  How could they reject something so wonderful?  As perplexing as that 
question is, the same might be asked of us. 
 
Friends, this is the gospel and this is the message we proclaim.  The time has come for the 
promise of God to be fulfilled.  The emotional impact on the audience would be no different 
than if we in our technologically savvy culture began to see and experience the same.  Long 
before anyone can remember there was a recipe spoken of for the most delicious meal 
conceivable.  Such a meal would satisfy the most demanding appetite and fulfill the most 
discerning palate.  Each ingredient was necessary and knowable.  When each part came into 
play and appropriately mixed the outcome would be a meal of unprecedented proportions.  In 
the person and work of Jesus Christ that time has come.  He is the grand chef, He is the great 
architect and the ultimate artisan who can take all of the pieces and place them in their 
proper order (Heb. 11:13-16).  He is ringing the dinner bell, all preparations have been made 
and we can hear the bell from afar.  It is time my friends, “Come and Dine.” 
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Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. Friend, God loves you more than you can comprehend. 
2. He wants you to know He loves you and has done everything necessary for your joy to 

be full. 
3. “COME” MY FRIENDS AND “DINE” 

 
                                                 

1 A time of reformation (v. 10) – a hypox legomenon “to straighten thoroughly/’to set things right’” 
2 http://www.shamash.org/lists/scj-faq/HTML/faq/17-03.html  
3 http://www.jewsforjudaism.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=374:messiah-the-

criteria&catid=68  
4
 http://www.freedomsunday.org/downloads/jb-gods%20solution.pdf  

5
 http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0309/feature1/ “21

st
 Century Slaves,” By Andrew Cockburn. NCG September 

2003. 
6
 N.T. Wright, Simply Jesus A New Vision of Who He was, What He did, and Why He matters (Harper One, 2011), 136.  

http://payingattentiontothesky.com/2011/12/27/time-fulfilled-n-t-wright/  
7
 http://www.enjoyinggodministries.com/article/matthew-24-and-the-olivet-discourse-part-iii/  

8
 http://www.jesuswalk.com/lessons/4_14-19.htm  
9 http://gracecommentary.com/luke-4_16-19/  
10
 http://gracecommentary.com/luke-4_16-19/  

11 http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/articles/index.php?view=article&aid=24495  
12 http://growthingod.org.uk/JUBILEE.HTM  
13 http://www.mystudybible.com/  
14 http://www.esvbible.org/search/luke+4%3A18/  
15 http://gracecommentary.com/luke-4_16-19/  
16 http://gracecommentary.com/luke-4_16-19/  
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